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of Goa, Yusuf Adil Shah (or Khan), known as the Sabayo,
was at the time ruling Deccan. He had taken into his service
sundry compatriots who had escaped from the naval defeat
of Diu; they promised to build him ships like those of
Portugal and, using Goa as a base, eject the Portuguese from
India. Eight ships were complete already and many more
under construction. The Soldan of Egypt had been asked to
join in. If he would send a large contingent of men, they
assured him, the day was not far distant when the spice
trade would be in his hands once more.

The Sabayo was very pleased with this scheme. Not so
the inhabitants of Goa, Hindus nearly all of them, for Goa
had been conquered from the realm of Vijayanagar. The
Turkish captains sent by the Sabayo bullied the infidels
till they were tired of life. The merchants had been robbed,
the citizens made to work like slaves and ground down by
taxation. Even the native troops accompanying the captains
could not endure them and had slipped away. Goa, smarting
beneath the Moslem yoke, would fall into the arms of any
conqueror. To make matters easier, the Sabayo's young son,
Ismail Adil Khan (Idalcan, he is called by the Portuguese),
was absent fighting. Goa was left almost defenceless and had
no intention of defending itself.

Goa was a town worth having. Timoja waxed enthusi-
astic over the glories of the place. As a commercial centre
its only rival on the Indian coast was Calicut. The duties
paid upon the Arab horses shipped to Goa from Ormtiz
were themselves enough to make its ruler rich.

Unlike Ormuz, Goa possessed every natural advantage;
good water, productive soil, wood for building ships. An
island encompassed by rivers, it was easy to defend, for
where the water became very shallow, there the swamp was
infested with crocodiles which had grown fat on a diet of
convicts.

"What about the anchorage?" asked Albuquerque,
always careful of his ships. The port of Goa, it appeared,
could scarcely be improved upon. Three fathoms and a